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feasting on a ship's provisions, gorging themselves
on the meat and intoxicating themselves with the
liquors, but refusing to navigate the vessel to port.
It is among the simplest of economical truths, that
far the largest part of the wealth of the world is con-
stantly perishing by consumption, and that, if it be
not renewed by perpetual toil and adventure, either
the human race, or the particular community making
the experiment of resting without being thankful,
will be extinguished or brought to the very verge of
extinction.

This position, although it depends in part on
a truth of which, according to John Stuart Mill,1
nobody is habitually aware who has not bestowed
some thought on the matter, admits of very simple
illustration. It used to be a question hotly debated
among Economists how it was that countries re-
covered with such surprising rapidity from the
effects of the most destructive and desolating wars.
" An enemy lays waste a country by fire and sword,
and destroys or carries away nearly all the movable
wealth existing in it, and yet, in a few years after,
everything is much as it was before." Mill,2 follow-
ing Chalmers, gives the convincing explanation that
nothing in such a case has happened which would
not have occurred in any circumstances. " What the

1  Mil], Principles of Political Economy, i. 5. 5.

2  Ibid. i. 5. 7.